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Gold Talon Tribrach
Laser Beam Plummet SPEC] AL

Durable All Machined Aluminum
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-> SCHONSTEDT GA-52CX Locator 675.00
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NSPS The National Society of Professional Surveyors

Sponsors four 1997 awards for excellence in the

NOTICE NU——
"AWARDS

SURVEYING EXCELLENCE AWARD
Staff Liaison: Pat Canfield m ACSM/NSPS, 5410 Grosvenor Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814-2122

Presented to a person who performed outstanding service to the surveying profession, this award includes an engraved
plaque and 2 $500 honorarium contributed by POB Publishing Co., Canton, Michigan.

The person does not have to be a surveyor or a member of NSPS or ACSM, but candidates must be nominated for the

SET4Bu Electronic
Total Station

* 5-second display
» fast, accurate distance

o measurement award by an ACSM affiliate section or two NSPS members at large. If nominated by an ACSM section or affiliate, the nomination
* increased productivity must be signed by two officers of the organization. If nominated by two NSPS members at large, the nomination must be signed by
* advanced on-board software the sponsors and accompanied by four letters of recommendation.

2 * dualaxis compensator Each nomination must include a narrative stating the reasons why the sponsors feel the nominee is deserving of this

honor, specific accomplishments the nominee has made toward the profession and biographical data that can be used in the
award presentation.

The staff liaison must be notified of any nomination by December 31, 1996.

MOST INTERESTING SURVEYING PROJECT OF THE YEAR AWARD
staff Liaison: Pat Canfield m ACSM/NSPS, 5410 Grosvenor Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814-2122

This award consisting of a Pentax IQZoom 105 Super 35mm camera with case, a plaque, and 1000 reprints of the result-
ing published article contributed by Pentax Corporation, Englewood, Colorado, is presented to individuals, companies, governmen-
tal units, or state associations having knowledge of interesting projects and the ability to provide documentation of the
project—technical information, releases, photographs, and a record of the personnel and equipment involved. The project need

Suggested List $10,995

LEASE IT FOR JUST
Q T $23639/MO*

Low, low lease rates on other SETs.

Item Stock# R mo
of® SET2Bi 640042 $322.39+ not have occurred in the last year.
SET3BI 640013 $279:39* Interested candidates should submit a project by December 31, 1996 to PO.B., Attn: Most Interesting Surveying Project,

PO. Box 2600, Troy, Ml 48007-2600.

STUDENT PROJECT OF THE YEAR AWARD
Staff Ligison: Pat Canfield m ACSM/NSPS, 5410 Grosvenor Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814-2122

This award consists of 2 plaque and a $500 honorarium, contributed by C&G Software Systems, Inc., Atlanta, Georgia, as
well as paid travel and lodging expenses to the ACSM-ASPRS Spring Convention.

A submitted paper should describe a project in which the applicant was a participant and may involve 2 group of students
and/or non-students. The paper must be written by one person only. Advice and constructive criticism from the applicants’
instructor or supervisor is permissible and encouraged. The project need not have occurred within the preceding 12 months. All
papers submitted will be considered for presentation and publication by ACSM specifications for the format of the manuscript can
be acquired from the staff liaison.

Completed papers should be submitted to the staff liaison by December 31, 19%.

EXCELLENCE IN PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISM
Chairperson: Kenneth S. Curtis m 2204 Happy Hollow Road, West Lafayette, IN 47906

An engraved plaque is presented annually to the ACSM affiliate society whose newsletter was judged to have the highest
quality during the previous year. In the past, judging was made by the editors or publications chairmen of the newsletters partici-
pating in the contest. Any editor wishing to participate should contact the chairman for information.

Stock #6400-14

Sokkia Software Sokkia Software
5.0 MAP Kit 5.0 ROADING Kit

Includes MAP, CALC

Includes the three most CONTOUR and ROADING.

popular modules -
MAP, CALC & CONTOUR.

Only $2, 995 Only $4,995

Regularly $6,075

Stock #5188-00

Regularly $3,585
Stock #5187-00

™
SO K K l A For complete details: Contact Pat Canfield at ACSM/NSPS 5410 Grosvenor Lane, Bethesda, MD 20814-2122  Or Call (301) 493-0200



BLM NEWS =
( Lines and Points is published by the Professional Land
This letter is to inform you of official cadastral surveys in Wyoming that have been accepted from January 3, 1995 through June EDITORIAL POTPOURRI Surveyors of Wyoming. Lines and Points is not copyrighted
6, 1996, and are now available in the Survey Records Office, Wyoming State Office, Bureau of Land Management, P.O. Box 1848, and permsswn |'_s hereby gramgd to reprint articles with
5353 Yellowstone Rd., Cheyenne, Wyoming 82003. (0] NE_W PLSW MEMBERS - Al the 28 SEP 96 appropnate credit. The Profe;spnal Land Surveyors of
The accepted surveys are listed below by township, range, type of survey, meridian, and acceptance date. Board of Directors meeting, the following new members Wyoming assumes no responsibility for statements made
were approved: Or opinions expressed in this publication.
SIXTH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, WYOMING John Wesnitzer, PE & LS West Sedona, AZ Member PLSW‘(Frofesspnai. Land Sur\{eyors of Wyoming) is a
i ’ idi A d Kevin Burges Cody, WY Associate statewide organization of Registered Land Surveyors
domnip- (. Rooge Bipe s Suovey ickxdim Goapts e e licensed to practice in the Equality State of Wyoming. PLSW
T.17 N, R 84W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 01/03/1995 Pamela Schreiner Casper, WY Student : . : : : :
TSON. R.T2W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 01/03/1995 is dedicated to improving the technical, legal, and business
T.58 N., R. 60 W. Remonumentation 6 PM. 02/06/1995 CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME aspects of surveying in the State of Wyoming. PLSW is
T.50 N, R.73W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 02/15/1995 affiliated with the American Congress on 3urveying and
T.51 N, R.73W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 02/15/1995 O TRIGSTAR WINNER - Jason Facer of Afton, Mapping and the Western Federation of Professional Land
- . . . - - . . g
T.43 N, R. 68 W. Dep. Res. & Sec. Sub. 6 PM. 04/21/1995 Wyoming is this years winner of Trigstar. He finished in 8 Surveyors.
T.50 N, R.72 W, Dep. Res. 6 PM. 01/03/1995 : ; . o ) )
T.20 N., R. 108 W. Deg, Res. 6 PM. 04/21/1995 minutes. Congratulations Jason. Editorial Staff: John Hibsman, Steve Strang, Don Dauvis.
T.42 N, R.71W. Corr. Res. o T 0372101935 O PLSW MEMBERSHIP - JOIN PLSW TODAY!
T.50 N, R. 72 W, Dep. Res. 6 PM. 01/03/1995 e e WiExe ) ; L
T.50 N, R. 68 W. D:g Rz_: 6 PM. 08/17/1995 we ncel(:- your support. :n appllcf:“on 1S lnt,ll](;l)ed in this Llnes and POIan SubSCrlpf.lOn $50/yeal'
T.50 N., R.69W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 08/17/1995 1ssue. you ar¢ a member, recruit a new member. e e .
T.45 N, R.77W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 08/17/1995 Advertlsmg Informatlon
R 6 PM 08/17/1995 O SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS - As . . :
l‘ 42 r;q Pﬁ 7874‘:} g"'P‘ . es'& - : e evidaiicad by the exhibitors at the annusl convention. our Camera ready advertisements with payment should be mailed to
% | i 5 ep. Res. ub. M. » i i
T.46 N, R. 76 W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 08/17/1995 advertisers support us. We should support them. Lines & Pomns, PLSW’ Box 904, Casper, WY 82602
T.47 N, R.76 W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 08/17/1995 Advertising rates are as follows:
T.48 N, R.69W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 08/17/1995 O LOCAL PLSW NEWS - We need news of Year Issue
¥~ 2; N., R';‘; w. g‘fc- Subic EE;{I' ggﬁ;{igg; your chapter’s activities. Send us a summary of your Full page $300 $80
18N, R. 78 W. ep. Res. M. : ol
T49N. R 7TIW. Cote. Rea. SPM. 08/17/1995 chapters activities or other related aclmtlea.'for publication. Half page $175 $50
T 42N._R.T2W. Dep. Res. 6PM. 08/17/1995 Summaries need not be typed. The deadline for the next Quarter page $100 $30
T.49N., R. 63 W, Dep. Res. 6 PM. 08/17/1995 issue of Lines and Points is presented on this page. Business card $ 30 $10
T.12N,R. 78 W. Metes & Bounds 6PM. 08/17/1995 Classifiod A0 ver WoRkisie
T.14N,R. 78 W. Sub.& Metes & Bounds 6 PM. 10/18/1995 O PLSW BOARD MEETINGS - 1996 Board of e ¢p rFree
T. 13N, R. 108 W. Metes & Bounds. 6PM. 11/30/1995 Directors meetings are scheduled as follow: ployIns]
T.14N.,R. 108 W. Metes & Bounds. 6PM. 11/30/1995 Special Rates for PLSW Chapters
T.25N,R. 109 W. Dep. Res. 6PM. 11/30/1995 December 7 Casper (Winter Tech Session) Deadline for next issue — 15 DEC. 1996
T.51N,R.68 W, Corr. Dep. Res. 6PM. 11/30/1995 )
T.19N,R. 105W. Dep. Res. & Subit. 6PM. 12/12/1995 O LINES AND POINTS FAX - The Lines and
T 14N,R. 78 W. Sub.& Metes & Bounds 6 PM. 10/18/1995 Points fax number is 307-235-5604 or 307-235-8184.
T.25N,R. 102 W. Dep. Res. 6 P.M. 01/19/1996
T.26 N,R. 102 W. Dep. Res. 6PM. 01/19/1996 O E-MAIL LINES & POINTS - Lines & Points is ‘ ‘
T.25N.,R. 103 W, Dep. Res. 6 P.M. 01/19/1996 on the WEB. Contact www.dond @trib.com. _
T.18N.,R. 91 W. Corr. Dep. Res. 6PM. 01/19/1996 L
T.49N.,R.69W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 03/07/1996 O ACSM WEB SITE - The new ACSM Web site is
T.47N,R.69W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 03/07/1996 ope and ready. The URL i < -/
T.30N.,R.97 W. Dep. Res. 6PM. 03/15/1996 P nl A y e 1s  <http:/
T.31N,R.97TW. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 03/15/1996 wWWW.andsurveyor.com/acsm/, P
T IAN B 1AW o R e i O 77th ANNUAL CONVENTION - The annual B AUTHORIZED AGENT FOR
TI3N. R 115W. ch: Réé. 6PM. 04/23/1996 WES convention will be held in Rock Springs from January
T.52N.,R.64 W. Corr. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 04/23/1996 30, 1997 to February 1, 1997, Headquarters will be The
T.44N.,R. 118 W. Metes & Bounds 6PM. 05/01/1996 Inn (1-800-442-9692 ) .
T.49N,R.72W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 05/20/1996 ¢ ) 1ISWEST
T.53N,R. 101 W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 05/20/1996 O ACSM 1996 GIS/LIS ANNUAL MEETING - o CELLULAR
T.56N.,R. 103 W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 05/20/1996 The annual meeting will be in Denver, Colorado November
T.I5N,R. 76 W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 06/06/1996 19-2]
This letter is to inform you of official cadastral surveys in Wyoming that have been accepted from July 15, 1996 through October 9, 1996, were officially filed and are & o,
now available in the Survey Records Office, Wyoming State Office, Bureau of Land Management, P.O. Box 1848, 5353 Yellowstone Rd., Cheyenne, Wyoming 82003. . .
The accepted surveys are listed below by township, range, type of survey, meridian, and acceptance date. f \\ Free Ple'Up & De]lver y
SIXTH PRINCILPAL MERIDIAN, WYOMING C 1 R d 5 S .
Township and Range Type of Survey Meridian Accepted Front COver Artwork Omp ete €pro uction Services
T.22N,R. 101 W, Dep. Res. 6 PM. 07/15/1996
T.16 N,,R. 83 W. Dep. Res. & Sec. Sub. 6 PM. 08/08/1996 by
T.56N,R.95W. Dep. Res. 6 PM. 08/08/1996
T.49N,R.72W. Supplemental Plat 6 PM. 08/16/1996 _ L T P P L S G6A
T.17N,R. 93 W. Corr. Dep. Res, 6 PM. 08/16/1996 al'l' y ° erry, 'S Pr1e N 800 East “A” Street CaSper’ WY
T.27N,R.71W. Dep. Res. & Sec. Sub. 6 PM. 08/26/1996 .
T.13N.,R.86W. Supplemental Plat 6 PM. 10/09/1996 Cheyenne, Wyoming 237-9523 or 800-372-3837 In State
As other surveys are completed, I will advise you of their acceptance. You may circlitate this letter among the membership of the Professional Land Surveyors of \\ )

Wyoming.



SBA Presents Award

CASPER — Robert St. Claire has been selected as the 1996
Wyoming Minority Small Business Person of the Year by the
U.S. Small Business Administration.

St. Claire is the owner of Eagle Surveying and Mapping in
Gillette.

“Mr. St. Claire represents the entrepreneurial spirit at its
best and is being recognized for his contribution to the
community, the state and the nation,” said Steve Despain, acting
district director for the SBA.

Each year since 1983, the president designates one week for
recognition and celebration of the accomplishments of minority
entrepreneurs. That event, Minority Enterprise Development
Week, was celebrated Sept. 22-27. The MSB Person of the Year
Award is part of this annual celebration.

The award selection process includes evaluation of growth
in sales, profits and employees; and overcoming adversities.

SURVEY SUPPLY SERVICE
COMPANY
MANUFACTURER CUSTOM

SURVEY STAKES, LATH, & BRASS CAPS
FLAGGING - PIN FLAGS - FLUORESCENT PAINT

ROBERT C. SHOOK

P.O. Box 90009 P.O.Box 758
Casper, WY 82609 Newcastle, WY 82701
307-234-9856 307-746-4113

WYOMING SW CORNER

SURVEY MARKERS
MONUMENTS
REBAR CAPS

PIPE CAPS
. BENCH MARKS
& ACCESSORIES

FOR CATALOG CALL

(520) 882-7363 OR 1-800-323-4578
OR WRITE:

SURVEY MARKERS & MONUMENTS

A Division of Desert Engineering Group, Inc.
3162 E. 46th Street, Tucson, Arizona, 85713

time line moves forward, these percentages begin to change. By
the time you reach 1996, they have completely flip-flopped. You
could easily spend 90 percent of your time in the records and
evidence areas, while the measurements (thanks to the
technology) have become very simple, fast, and routine. This is
a reality all of us deal with, and the difference changes more
every day. Yet we did not use the technology to “offset the time
factors. We used it to accelerate our measurement capabilities,
but we never took that “freed” time to increase our efforts in the
legal arenas. Consider how you approach a boundary job today
as compared to 25 years ago. For most of us, there has been a
great shift in approach. We made great use of the technology,
but we dropped the ball on the real purpose of our professional
— protecting land ownership rights in their true positions.

It’s Not Too Late

My friends, we can buy our souls back. And it will not cost
you any money! What it will require is your honest self-
assessment of how you survey, how you operate, and how you
apply the technology. It will require some humility, as you
discover how foolish aid naive your applications of the math
have been. You will discover that basic statistics do not support
the vast majority of things we report on our plats. You will realize
that in spite of the salesman’s claims, your one-second gun does
need to be turned more than once. You will learn that your favorite
mentors in the profession may not have known all that they
thought they did. But this is the beginning of the resotration of
our professional souls. And we must do it.

Think hard about what you do and why you do it. It may
surprise you how little sense it makes. Are your a professional
surveyor or just a licensed measurer? Never forget the reason
our profession exists — to protect the welfare of the public. Take
some time to assess how your procedures and attitudes affect
that task. We can turn this around! I wish you the best in your
efforts. This is a great professiona. Never forget why. It has
nothing to do with the technology.

Dennis J. MoULAND is a licensed Professional Surveyor in
several western states. He is currently employed by the USDA
Forest Service in western Colorado. Dennis has conducted
hundreds of seminars nationwide and has recently completed his
newest book ‘Ethics for the Professional Surveyor; A Collection
of Thoughts.”

Reprinted from Professional Surveyor, September, 1996.

Letter to the Editor

Pennsylvania Society of Land Surveyors

Dear Sir or Madam.

I am writing about a trend which seems to be developing in
our area. That trend is for private business groups which conduct
professional seminars and award a certificate at the conclusion
of the seminar.

Our Society promotes, believes in and offers educational
programs and seminars as do other State Societies. We are
however concerned that the public may misconstrue the apparent
selling of certificates.

An example of our concern is that two licensed land
surveyors who have equal abilities and education might both
submit a proposal for surveying services for a particular project.
One of these surveyors enrolls in and completes a for profit
seminar on setting property corner monuments. He receives a

certificate, for an activity he is licensed to perform and in the
aforementioned proposal for surveying services he included a
copy of his certificate in setting corner monuments. He is awarded
the contract. The owner realized the two surveyors are equally
qualified and based his selection on the basis of the certificate
the one surveyor held.

In this example, the surveyor who has not attended the for
profit seminar and obtained the meaningless certificate is viewed
by the owner as less qualified than the other surveyor.

I realize the given example is a really simplistic silly
illustration but the fact remains that the for profit seminars
currently being pushed could have the effect given in the example.

We have an additional concern. We have been receiving
inquiries pertaining to individuals who are not licensed surveyors
or supervised by alicensed surveyor, locating and setting property
corners by GPS. This is in violation of our Registration Act.

We realize we must be more attentative to this situation.
We are interested in hearing if this activity has been taking place
in your state, and if it has, what has your society done about it.

Our society would appreciate a response from your society
as to the impact, either good or bad, of the private business
seminars and the possibility that property corners may be set in
violation of state law by GPS entrepreneurs.

MESSAGE:

I have passed on your letter, dated September 23rd, to the
two above committees within PLSW. Either or both will most
likely prepare a response to your chapter’s concerns regarding
misuse of seminar certificates and land surveying by non-
registrant GPS entrepreneurs.

As you may be aware, beginning with renewals this
December, all Professional Engineers and/or Professional Land
Surveyors holding registration in Wyoming will be required to
document continuing education competency. This has made, as
a practical matter, attendance at seminars mandatory for all of
us. The topic of “professional seminars” has been discussed at
length in this state.

The matter of firms offering GPS land surveying services,
without benefit of a PLS in responsible charge (read “on the
payroll”) surfaced several years ago and resulted, as I recall, in
a formal complaint to the State Board of Registration for
Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors.

R. L. Hudson, PLS

IALEBOTS

Drafting and Engineering Supplies
Complete Reproduction Service
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have lived up to their claims. They save us time, money and
energy. They allow us to produce quantities and qualities of
work unheard of 30 years ago.

I'm really glad I got to experience these changes. It has
been a whirlwind of accomplishment followed by even greater
improvement. Technology is an amazing part of our profession.
I wouldn’t want it any other way. But ... we did not realize
what it did to US.

High Price Paid by the Public

Like the baseball player in the Broadway musical “Damn
Yankees,” we did not count the cost of selling our souls in order
to gain some other advantage. We sold our professional souls to
this marvelous landslide of technology, but only now are we
realizing the cost to us and our profession. More important,
there has been a very high price paid by the average citizen, who
relies on our licensing and regulatory processes to protect him
or her from the negative effects of a profession gone mad. Itisa
profession that sold its soul and never counted the cost.

In our rush to utilize technology for our field and office
needs, did we keep close to our hearts “why we exist as a
profession?” Did we cling to our “legal roots,” or did we just
leave them by the roadside when we spotted a new gadget
glittering in the sunlight? Did we collect all the trinkets available,
only to find that they diverted us from our real purpose? Like a
coyote eating poisoned bait, we swallowed without questioning,
without even pausing to meditate on how these devices would
divert us from the mission we set out upon.

What We Are About

How could these technological wonders do us any harm?
They made things easier, faster and more accurate. How could
they mislead us? The answer is simple-speed, ease, and accuracy
are usually the enemies of a profession like ours. For, you see,
land surveying is not about measurement. It is not about
precisions, nor adjustments, nor COGO routines. Land surveying
is a profession which may make use of these tools, but it is not
what we are all about. We are not about shortcuts, mass-
production, nor simplicity.

We are about the business of “where is it? "Where is the
property corner? Does this monument represent the corner
position or does it not? What is the intent of this description in
this deed? What effect does this old fence have on the property
lines? How does this court decision impact the boundary line of
my client? All of these questions are about “where.” They are
not about “how precise?” They are about rights of land ownership,
not about one part in a billion.

What has this soul-selling done to us as a profession? Qur
wholesale buy-off on the technology took us away from our
purpose. Wc suddenly became measurement experts. We took
on COGO software as if it had all the answers. We began to “set
up” the gun on a hill and radially shoot in every thing, not
recognizing that the device had taken us away from the line.
The LINE: where the evidence is located. We started putting
our least-experienced crew members out on the prism. The party
chief, the decision-maker, was at the gun, unable to see the
evidence, to recognize danger signs, to apply the iniagination
often needed to do it right.

We’ve All Seen The Results

We live in an age where a survey has to “close” by some
standard. We have access to technology that allows us to survey
to amazing precisions, but we quit getting the survey done “right.”

One part in a billion is meaningless if we did not start at the right
place. We zap through surveys with great efficiency, but with
little understanding as to the legal principles at work under our
feet. We have lost the skills to interpret old plats, deed
descriptions and evidence complexities. We limit our solutions
to mathematical shadows of what we are supposed to be doing.
We let the math make the professional decisions now. As long
asitcloses, as long as it looks good, as long as it is mathematically
“true,” the majority of our profession will call it good. But is it
really?

Everyone reading this has experienced the results of the
selling of our professional souls. You have seen the places where
surveyors have set another monument within a tenth or two of
another. You have seen locations with 5, 6, even 10 monuments
in a small circle, all claiming to be the same corner point. You
have stood at monuments that were set with no regard to senior
rights. You’ve seen plats that do not tell you anything except the
measurements. You have read land descriptions that contain tons
of “metes,” but not one “bound.”

As I enter my 25th year in this profession, I look back and
realize how great a percentage of the surveys I've seen, reviewed,
or adjoined which were blatantly out of touch with the first 10
minutes of “Surveying 101.” Better than half of the surveys I've
looked at had major errors in procedure, evidence or
interpretation. Yet they all closed! Most were great AutoCAD
plats (with dynamic north arrows). They all had a seal and a
signature, and usually the little trivia” that most states require.
But they were worthless. They were prima-facie evidence that
the public had not been served, that the client had been ripped-
off.

I love this profession. I do not enjoy having to speak out on
these issues, but my devotion and commitment to the legal
principles behind this honorable profession require me to say it
... we are in trouble.” Our historical heritage is at stake.

How has tile technological wizardry affected you? Has the
math taken over the law? Have you found yourself relying on
measurements as the sole gauge of whether you would accept
monuments? Has the “ease” of modern surveying camoflauged
your need to take the time to get a boundary survey right? Are
you too quick to rely on a mathematical solution because the
legal approach simply takes too much time?

You see, the technology is wonderful of and by itself. But it
has caused us to approach field work in an almost “assembly
line” manner. We set up on hill, “zap” in our shots, never close
our work, dump the data into a COGO routine, and start inversing
and intersecting. Somehow we have raised an entire generation
of employees who think this is surveying. Butitis not. To be a
good medical doctor, you must know far more than how to take
a temperature and sign a prescription form. Yet for many in our
profession, that is the limit of their understanding of the task at
hand. I love the technology, but it was a sad day when we sold
our souls to it. It controls us, it dictates our procedures to us, it
has taken over my profession.

Research Versus Measurements

If you were to have retraced an 1860 GLO survey in 1862,
what percentage of your efforts would have been dedicated to
records search and evidence analysis vs. field measurements?
Obviously it would have been 10 percent for the former, and 90
percent for the latter. But think about the effect of time. As the

(Continued on Page 17)

1996 ANNUAL STATE MEETING MINUTES (DRAFT)
FEBRUARY 1, 1996 - CASPER, WYOMING

(FOR APPROVAL AT 1997 ANNUAL MEETING)

1. Date And Location: The 1996 annual state meeting of
the Professional Land Surveyors [PLSW] was held in Casper on
Thursday, February 1, 1996. The meeting was in conjunction
with the 76th annual Wyoming Engineering Society convention
at the Park Plaza Hotel and Convention Center.

2. Call To Order: President Claflin: The meeting was
called to order at 1:17 PM. by President Jim Claflin.

a. The first item of business was the solicitation of agenda
revisions and adoption of the revised agenda.

b. The signed attendance list indicates 59 members and
affiliates present, as well as two guests, for a total of 61 attendees.

¢. Jim asked attendees to rise for a period of remembrance
for recently deceased member Allen W. Mace and former
members Sylvan J. Smith and Harold E. O’Malley.

* d. Introductions were made and included Honorary
Members Wes Reed and Joe Popp; ACSM Board of Direction
member Herb Stoughton and NSPS Area 7 Director John Steil,
both also members of PLSW; Vice President Pete Hutchison and
Secretary / Treasurer Rick Hudson at the front table; other board
members in attendance; new members and guest Milbert Krohn
of the BLM.

e. Jim announced the last call for sealed ballots and stated
they were to be given to Teller Bob St. Claire as soon as possible.

3. Summary: A summary of these minutes, dated 15 March
1996, is attached and a part of these minutes. Said summary is
to be printed in “Lines & Points”, Volume 8, Number 2.

4. Minutes: Secretary Hudson: Rick Hudson reviewed
the minutes of the 1995 annual state meeting held in Cheyenne
last February. He stated the minutes, labelled “draft” had been
printed in the latest issue of our publication “Lines & Points”
and trusted all members had taken the opportunity to review
said minutes before this meeting. Motion to approve said minutes,
as published, was made by Becky Braman, seconded by Jack
Studley and carried.

5. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hudson: Rick presented
the treasurer’s report which was distributed at the beginning of
the meeting. The report consisted of “1996 Expenses” and “1996
Balance Sheet” (dated 17 January), and “Treasurer’s Report”
(dated 30 January); and is attached and a part of these minutes.
He also reported the Board of Directors had authorized the
purchase of a 24-month certificate of deposit, in the amount of
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Order from
SURVEYOR SCHERBEL, LTD.
Box 4296
Big Piney - Marbleton, Wyoming 83113

$60.00 postpaid

$7,500 with Hilltop National Bank here in Casper, at the April
meeting. Questions regarding specific items were answered. A
motion to approve the report, as presented, was made by Past
President Chris Hamilton, seconded by John Steil, and carried.

6. 1996 Budget: President Claflin and Treasurer Hudson:
Copies of the budget had been distributed at the beginning of the
meeting. Rick stated that the original budget worksheet had
been approved by the Board of Directors at the December 9th
meeting and amended by special vote on January 29th. Each
item was reviewed to some extent. He indicated that, in past
years, actual expenses have been less than anticipated by the
budget and projected an ending balance of approximately
$13.000. A copy of said budget is attached and a part of these
minutes. Following a general discussion; a motion to approve
the budget, as presented, was made by Herb Stoughton, seconded
by Jack Studley, and approved by unanimous vote.

7. Committee Reports:

a. Audit - Finance - Robert L. St. Claire, Chairman: Bob
reported he had completed the audit and found the records to be
in good order and represent an accurate accounting of our funds
for the past year. A motion to approve Bob’s audit was made by
Becky Braman, seconded by John Steil and carried.

b. Membership - Stanton J. Abell, Jr. and R.L. Hudson,
Co-Chairmen: Stan presented an oral version of Rick’s written
report, indicating a total membership of 110 members and active
honorary members and 37 affiliates at the end of 1995.

¢. Nominations and Elections - Becky J. Braman, Robert
L. St. Claire and Chris D. Hamilton, Co-Chairmen: Becky
presented an oral report relating to the choice of candidates that
appear on the 1996 ballot and agreed that multiple candidates
for each office would have been preferred.

d. Standards, Ethics and Professional Practice - Herbert
W. Stoughton, 1995 Chairman, currently vacant: Herb distributed
copies of his written report, dated 30 November, and reminded
members to complete and return the 1996 Attendee Questionnaire
to himself or Vice President Pete Hutchison. A copy of said
report is attached hereto.

e. Education - Herbert W. Stoughton, 1995 Chairman,
currently vacant: Herb continued with an oral version of his
written report, also dated 30 November. A copy of said report is
attached hereto. Jim Claflin also presented an oral report relating
to the proposed “Winter Technical Session” tentatively planned
for the first weekend in December, here in Casper.

f. Legislative - JohnA. Steil, Chairman: John distributed
copies of his written report, specifically mentioning Senate File
0016 - Municipal Annexation. After a general discussion
concerning the specifics of this proposed legislation, a motion
was made by Pete Hutchison, seconded by Lloyd Baker, calling
for John to testify on behalf of PLSW at the committee hearing
for a requirement that annexation maps be prepared by a
Professional Land Surveyor. Following a question from Kevin
Jones and input from Darrel Schlup and Lloyd, the motion carried.
A copy of John’s report is attached to these minutes.

g. By-laws - John L. Dolinar: John indicated there was

(Continued on Page 6)



nothing to report at this time.

h. Professional Awards - James D. Claflin and Peter J.
Hutchison; Co-Chairmen: Jim made an oral presentation in
recognition of Herb Stoughton’s efforts on behalf of PLSW this
past year; specifically: 1) GLO Reports, 2) History of PLSW,
3) Canon of Ethics, 4) Control Surveys for Utilities, 5) LCCC
Courses; 5) State Plane Projection Tables. He concluded by
stating that a formal Certificate of Appreciation will be prepared
and delivered to Herb as a symbol of our appreciation.

i. Public Relations and Publicity - Craig A. “Andy”
Shauers, Chairman: Andy was not in attendance and no report
was submitted.

j.  Scholarship - Martin A. Pedersen, Chairman: Martin
was temporarily out of the meeting attending to WES business.
Rick Hudson, as a committee member, stated that there had been
four recipients at the state level and two in cooperation with the
Northeast Chapter during 1995. [Martin’s report was delivered
later in the meeting; refer to Minute Item 15.d.]

k. History - William D. Braman, Chairman: Bill was not
in attendance and Becky presented an oral version of his written
report; stating that Herb has completed the updated “PLSW - A
History” and that the work is to be printed for insertion into the
“PLSW Handbook™.

1. Corner Record - J. Harvey Copeland, Chairman:
Harvey presented an oral report concerning the activities of the
committee during the past year. He stated that the guide lines
for preparation of the Corner Record forms has been printed in
the current edition of “Lines & Points”. Herb stated that, as an
ad hoc committee whose mission appears to have been completed,
the president could take action to disband same. Jim agreed
with this statement and stated that the committee is dissolved;
adding that future activities will be the responsibility of the
Standards, Ethics and Professional Practice Committee.

m. Manual of Practice Committee - Herbert W. Stoughton,
1995 Chairman, currently vacant: Matters relating to this
committee appear as New Business later in this meeting, Agenda
and Minute Item 15.c).

n. PLSW Handbook - Scott Pierson, Chairman: Scott
was not in attendance. Rick reminded members that responsibility

e
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for printing and distribution of our handbook has been assumed
by the Upper Platte Chapter; adding that roster, history and
projection tables inserts will be printed for distribution, through
the directors, by the May board meeting.

o. Election Teller - Robert L. St. Claire, Chairman:
Ballots were being counted and the election results appear as
Agenda Item 13 [Minute Item 12] later in this meeting.

p.- “S.0.S.” Corner Record / NSPS Map Competition -
Peter J. Hutchison, Chairman; Pete read from his written report
concerning the “Save Our Surveyors” honorarium established
by Honorary Member Paul Scherbel and stated that several entries
had been received; adding that voting was to take place during
the convention. He continued by mentioning the ACSM/NSPS
Map Competition, and the several entries submitted by PLSW
members.

g. Newsletter “Lines & Points” - John H. Hibsman, Jr.,
Don A. Davis and Steven J. Strang, Co-Chairmen: Don stated
that the committee reported a slight loss during 1995. When
queried, he stated that the level of funding in the budget [$2,440]
would be adequate. As has always been the case, he stated that
material for publication is always needed, whether on paper or
315" magnetic diskette.

8. NSPS and WFPS Reports:

a. National Society of Professional Surveyors [NSPS]
Becky J. Braman, Governor: Becky presented an oral version of
her written report summarizing the two meetings this past year;
Charlotte in February, and Nashville in November. She stated
that reports of those meetings have been published in “Lines &
Points”. She stated the fall 1996 ACSM convention is to be held
in Denver and urged members to attend. She also mentioned the
Certified Technician Program, that she is on that committee, and
invited members to contact her for additional information
regarding the four levels of certification within the program.
Copies of all three reports are attached to these minutes.

b. Western Federation of Professional Surveyors [WFPS]
Paul A. Reid, Delegate: Paul presented a written and oral report
summarizing activities from the various member states. He
mentioned off particular interest were new legislation in Oregon
concerning right of entry and statute of limitations for surveyors.
He concluded his report by reminding members of the importance
of keeping informed on various issues. A copy of said report
accompanies these minutes.

9. Old Business: Old business consisted of two items
carried over from the 1994 annual state meeting and placed on
this meeting’s agenda by President Claflin. Both originated within
the Professional Practice Committee, chaired by Herb Stoughton:

a. Code of Ethics For Professional Land Surveyors: Jim
referred to the “Draft” dated 10 January 1994, and stated the
deadline for comments was to be the upcoming Board of
Directors’ meeting on 4 May. A general discussion followed
with particular concern over any wording that might hint of “price
fixing”, various members pointing out what happened several
years ago to the land surveyors in Arkansas. Herb pointed out
the need to adopt a code before the state board of registration
mandates something which might not be to our liking. Kevin
Jones asked if NSPS or WFPS has an existing code of ethics and
someone responded that NSPS does, WFPS does not. Inresponse
to a question concerning the purpose of the document, Herb spoke
regarding the state board of registration mention of the code of

(Continued on Page 7)

of different technical courses which provides students with the
broad education that's required by surveyors today. This will
give them a better opportunity of quality employment when they
graduate. “

Dr. Stoughton and the MSCD/PLSC Steering Committee are
already actively developing strategics to continue to promote
the department and increase enrollment. Some of the plans
include:

sMaking MSCD students who have not declared a major
more aware of the department and the importance of surveying
in general.

*Going off campus to teach courses at regional centers on
weekends.

*Providing information to high school students who may be
interested in surveying as a career. Part of this will be
accomplished by supporting the ACSM Trigstar math contest,
which takes place every year at high schools throughout the
nation.

+Targeting the students at community colleges that are taking
part in two-year programs, and want to continue their education
at a four year school.

sSupporting cooperative education and make the surveying
department more flexible for students who work and attend
school.

*Rethinking how courses are being offered and developing
innovative teaching techniques including interactive videos and
providing the very latest surveying equipment and technology
for use in the courses (CSEF is actively soliciting funds from
foundations to provide equipment, scholarships and support to
the program).

Dr. Stoughton, MSCD, and the Steering Committee all have
very realistic goals for the school’s surveying program. Short
term plans include national accreditation for the department by
ABET, and a continued increase in enrollment. Beyond that, the
ambitions of all the people involved could make MSCD'’s
surveying department the most highly respected program in the
Rocky Mountain Region.

“We have a five year plan to make MSCD’s surveying
program the center of surveying education in the Rocky Mountain
Region,” commented Stoughton. “As long as we continue to
receive the support of companies and individuals throughout the
surveying and mapping industry, there is no reason why this
cannot happen”
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The Selling Of Our

Professional Souls

DENNIS J. MOULAND, LS

How well I remember that year. It was the year my chosen
profession began the slow but constant selling of its very soul. It
was almost imperceptible, and I did not realize what had happened
until many years later. In retrospect I can see clearly what took
place. We were unprepared for the trade-off we unknowingly
made back in the early 1970s.

It was a time of excitement. America had put a man on the
moon the previous decade, and we were seeing the end of the
conflict in Viet Nam. New technological wonders were appearing
regularly, including the hand-held calculator. It seemed there
was no end to where our technology, dreams and goodwill could
take us. Butitdid just that . . .it took us. We sold our souls. The
land surveying profession changed forever. It would never be
the same.

A Large Orange Suitcase

The first time I saw the “culprit,” it was housed in a large
orange suitcase. It came with a separate battery and a strange
set of mirrors that looked as if the Martians had left them from
the “War of the Worlds.” It promised to speed up the survey
process. It guaranteed that less brush would be cut. And I swore
to uphold accuracies we had never dreamed possible. And it
lived up to all these claims. It worked wonderfully. The HP
3800 was a marvelous device that took the land surveyor from
brush-cutter to high-tech wizard. Soon there followed variations
with new whistles and bells. Names like Tellurometer, Wild,
Geodimeter and Zeiss were placed on similar devices, which
kept getting smaller and smaller. Then the Japanese came with
their Topcon and other versions. It was marvelous.

In an almost parallel manner, the calculators arrived. First
there were trigonometric functions right in the machine. But
then the programmables came along. We all jumped on the
bandwagon of writing routines to make our HP or TI work those
routine calculations. Then someone invented the mag-card reader,
and prewritten programs of greater complexity were made
available, literally at your fingertips! Who would have dreamed
of the power and versatility one now finds in the “average” hand
held. My HP48SX is truly wasted on my simple applications. It
is so much smarter than I!

The personal computer came of age, with dizzying amounts
of memory (256KB seemed phenomenal at the time), and the
ability to speed through calculations on even the largest of projects
was readily available. It was a good thing too, because once
GPS came along, we had to have those computers to help us
process that data. Soon yellow or blue boxes were popping up
everywhere; set up over triangulation stations all over the world.
The technological wonders of the military’s satellite-based
navigation system wooed us further down that road. We could
directly download both terrestrial and GPS survey data into
powerful COGO programs, where we could manipulate the data
in endless ways. And plat drafting became a more routine effort
than in the past, what with AutoCAD and such. Was there no
end?

Truly the technological wonders our profession has employed
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