HIXON MFG. & SUPPLY CO.

YOUR FULL-LINE SUPPLIER
WE SHIP EVERYWHERE AND CARRY A HUGE
INVENTORY OF INSTRUMENTS AND SUPPLIES TO
ACCOMODATE YOUR NEEDS WITH NO DELAY.

U pidcans E
@ Chicago Steel Tape
PENTAX Loica

FLAGGING, PIN FLAGS, HUB FLAGS, FENCE, NAILS, STAKES, LATHES, HUBS,
GUINEAS, MEASURING WHEELS, FIBERGLASS & STEEL TAPES, HAND
LEVELS, SAFETY CONES, EAR PLUGS, SAFETY GLASSES,HARD HATS, SIGNS,
RADIOS, PAINT, MONUMENT CAPS, CALCULATORS, COMPASS, CHALK
LINES, STRING, HAMMERS, PRISM POLES, PRISMS, RANGE POLES, LIGHTS,
LOCATORS, MARKERS, PLUMB BOBS, POUCHES, AND MUCH MUCH MORE.,

RYOBI GAS POWERED
13HP ROTARY ¥~
HAMMER

SPECIAL $ 749.95

LIST $ 925.00 ER-382K

SOKKIX' & spectra-Physics

Estwing Geodolite®

mouno cicyY

®Mom¢:u.4

SALES & SERVICE IXON
(970) 482-0111 local Mfg. & Supply Co.
(800) 762-5252 out of area

(970) 482-0428 fax
"OWNED & OPERATED BY A SURVEYOR"

1001 Smithfield Drive
Ft. Collins, CO. 80524
(800) e 762 » 5252
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1996 PLSW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS OF WYOMING

AFFILIATE — AMERICAN CONGRESS ON SURVEYING AND MAPPING
MEMBER — WESTERN FEDERATION OF PROFESSIONAL SURVEYORS

NAME DATE
(Please indicate preferred mailing address) WYOMING REG. NO. [J PLS
- HOME ADDRESS: [ 0O PELS
T4Bu Elect
SE " ec ron'c STREET OR BOX:

Total Station

* 5-second display

o * fast, accurate distance
0 measurement

* increased productivity
* advanced on-board software
* dualaxis compensator

CITY/STATE/ZIP:

TELEPHONE:

BUSINESS ADDRESS: []

STREET OR BOX:

0 g CITY/STATE/ZIP:
: Suggested List $10,995 EMPLOYER: YOUR TITLE:
LEASE IT FOR JUST N -
rem— $ 39 & States other than Wyoming in which you are registered:
nooo
® ooo 2 36 / M o Additional information or comments (optional):
Low, low lease rates on other SETs. CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP APPLIED FOR: (check one only and please submit dues with application, prorated for the
o remainder of the calendar year)
Item Stock# Rate/mo
> SET2Bun 6400-12 $322.39%* L] MEMBER, ANNUAL DUES $75 (Persons duly registered, PLS or PE&LS in Wyoming.)
SET3BI 6400-13 $279.39*
Stock #6400.14 AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIPS

] Associate Member, annual dues $50. (Persons employed under the direction of a PLS and working toward PLS
registration in Wyoming.)

U] Special Member, annual dues $50. (Not meeting above qualifications but with a particular interest in, or association

Sokkia S with, the profession of land surveying.)
oXkia Software Sokkia Software . , _
5.0 MAP Kit 5.0 ROADING Kit agﬁgg'l)al Member, Student, annual dues $15. (Pursuing a post secondary academic course of study, and currently

Includes MAP, CALC

er;ﬂ?;sr:}gzlﬂng_’ oS CONTOUR and ROADING. [ Sustaining Member, annual dues $100. (Persons, institutions or corporations desiring to assist PLSW financially.)

MAP, CALC & CONTOUR.
Only $4 99 5 | /AGREE TO OBSERVE THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS OF
Only $2 995 / 4 WYOMING AND THE CHAPTER THEREOF TO WHICH | WILL BELONG AND TO SUPPORT SAID ORGANIZATIONS
7 4

Regularly $6,075 IN THEIR ENDEAVORS.

Stock #5188-00

,‘ Regularly $3,585
Stock #5187-00

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE SPONSOR’S SIGNATURE
(For Affiliate Member applicants only.)

NOTE: All portions of the state have chapters. Chapter dues or assessments may vary in amount. Applications are

- ™
2895 W. 8th Ave. ¢ Denver, CO 80204 SOKKI A considered by the board of Directors at Quarterly meetings. Send completed application to PLSW, c/o R. L. Hudson, Sec./
Y . - Treas., P.O. Box 784, Thermopolis. Wvomina 82443
Tel: 1-800-729-1729 or 303-623-4385 ¢ Fax: 303-623-3129 TPy




NOAA Corps to be
Eliminated in 1996

Acting on the recommendations of the President’s National
Performance Review, the administrator of the National oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration has announced that the NOAA
Corps, the agency’s commissioned service that helps carry out
NOAA’s environmental mission, will begin its transition to
civilian status beginning Oct. 1, 1996.

“Our first priority is to ensure that the dedicated men and
women of the NOAA Corps are given every opportunity to
continue their careers at NOAA,” said D. James Baker, NOAA
administrator and Department of Commerce under secretary for
oceans and atmosphere. “They represent an outstanding human
resource and I believe it is critical to NOAA that we retain their
talent and corporate knowledge within our work force.”

NOAA Corps officers — all scientists or engineers — operate
and manage NOAA’s fleet of scientific research ships and aircraft,
as well as support the nautical and aeronautical charting, geodetic
and other shoreside missions of NOAA. Operating under the
Corps’ separate personnel system, most officers rotate between
assignments, bringing a blend of operational, technical and
management skills, gained through a broad spectrum of
experiences, to each new mission.

The transition from commissioned to civil service is to be
completed within six months, Baker said. New positions will be
created within the General Schedule professional series into which
the 360 active duty NOAA Corps officers will be transferred. A
draft of a detailed implementation plan to accomplish this,
development of necessary administrative procedures, and
identification of legislative or regulatory actions needed to effect
the transition are expected to be completed by the end of February.

Baker said that he will fully support any legislative action
necessary to ensure that the transition to civilian service will not
jeopardize the earned benefits and entitlements of active duty
and retired personnel.

The NOAA Corps, the nation’s smallest uniformed service,
traces its roots back to the Coast Survey established by Thomas
Jefferson in 1807, and is the direct descendant of the
commissioned corps of the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey. This
will be the first time in history that a full uniformed service is
eliminated.

“We are all well aware of the outstanding contributions the
NOAA Corps has made to NOAA and the many critical functions
Corps officers are performing and will continue to perform within
our programs. We must work together now on the challenging
task of achieving the president’s NPR directive — retaining the
program support essential to NOAA’s function while providing
the equitable treatment these dedicated career employees fully
deserve,” Baker said.

/PIS' W Key Rings are for sale.\

Send $5 to:
| P.0. Box 904 Casper, WY 82602 )

NOTICE for October 1995 North
Central Region CD-ROM Users

The National Geodetic Survey has discovered an error on
this CD-ROM which results in incorrect State Plane Coordinate
(SPC) Northing values for the state of Indiana and parts of
Wyoming. All other states are not affected by this error.

If you use SPC data from one of these areas on the 1995
North Central CD, you can request a free copy of DSX version
5.0 on diskette which will correct these values at extraction time.
When you receive DSX 5. 0, please copy this to your hard drive
and use it rather than the version provided on tile CD-ROM. If
DSX makes a correction to the SPC values at extraction time,
the program will generate the message shown below after the
extraction is complete.

DSX MESSAGE:
NOTE

DSX detected incorrect State Plane Coordinate Northing for
one of the following zones:

SPCIN E

SPCIN W

SPC WYEC

SPC WY w

DSX corrected the incorrect Northing for the extracted data.

Any questions, call Craig Larrimore - (301) 713-3257.

To obtain a free -copy of DSX 5.0, please contact the NGS
Information Center at 301-713-3242, or fax a message to 301-
713-4172.

We are sorry for any inconvenience this may have caused.

Ici:rilvgiilneering NEWS

A FREE
12-MONTH SUBSCRIPTION
IS WAITING FOR YOU!

Civil Engineering News is pleased to offer
members of the Professional Land Surveyors
of Wyoming a one-year subscription absolutely
free (regular price, $36)! Every month in the
pages of Civil Engineering News, surveying
authorities offer perspective and advice. You'll
also read features about GPS, geographic in-
formation systems, surveying equipment, soft-
ware, and more. Don’t pass up this opportu-
nity to stay at the top of your profession by
staying informed!

For your FREE SUBSCRIPTION,
call our toll-free customer service hotline today:

i Lines and Points is published by the Professional Land
EDITORI AL POTPOURRI Surveyors of Wyoming. Lines and Points is not copyrighted
and permission is hereby granted to reprint articles with
O NEW PLSW MEMBER - The newest members appropriate credit. The Professional Land Surveyars of
of PLSW, approved by the Board of Directors are as Wyoming assumes no responsibil'iiy for statements made
follows: or opinions expressed in this publication.
PLSW (Professional Land Surveyors of Wyoming) is a
*Lynn A. Forbes Member Newcastle, WY statewide organization of Registered Land Surveyors
Clayton W. Schwartz Member  Victor, WY licensed to practice in the Equality State of Wyoming. ELSW
Darrell T. White Member  Billings, MT is dedicated to improving the technical, Iegal,_and busme§s
S. Dennis Dawson ~ Member ~ Cheyenne, WY afsfplgct:‘sdm _tshuri\;f]ey't;g in the gtate of Wyorgmg. PLSW ':
: ; affiliated wi e American Congress on Surveying an
505 g F?Ctor i R Mapping and the Western Federa?ion of Professiohr(waFLand
Bob Westerfield Member  Encampment, WY BirOrE
William R. McJunkin Member Cody, WY ' ‘ _
Timmy A. Kaumo Associate Rock Springs, WY Editorial Staff: John Hibsman, Steve Strang, Don Dauvis.
* = Former associate members
Congratulations and welcome to PLSW. Lines and Points subscription $50/year
O PLSW MEMBERSHIP - JOIN PLSW TODAY! Advertising Information
We need your support. An application is included in this Camera ready advertisements with payment should be mailed to
1ssue. If you are a member, recruit a new member. Lines & Points, PLSW, Box 904, Casper, WY 82602
Advertising rates are as follows:
O SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS - As evidenced Year Issue
by the exhibitors at the annual convention, our advertisers Full page $300 $80
support us. We should support them. Half page $175 $50
Quarter page $100 $30
O LOCAL PLSW NEWS - We need news of your Business card $ 30 $10
chapter’s activities. Send us a summary of your chapters Classified 40¢ per word/issue
activities or other related activities for publication. Employment Free
Summaries need not be typed. The deadline for the next Special Rates for PLSW Chapters
issue of Lines and Points is presented on this page. Deadline for next issue — 15 JUN 1996
O PLSW BOARD MEETINGS - 1996 Board of
Directors meetings are scheduled as follow: s “
May 4 Laramie A ‘o
September 7 Rock Springs TL c
December 7 Casper (Winter Tech Session) A ou
O LINES AND POINTS FAX - The Lines and Bo
Points fax number is 307-235-5604 or 307-235-8184. ?
BE AUTHORIZED AGENT FOR
O ELECTION OF STATE OFFICERS - The
nomination committee presents the results of the PLSW
election as follows: . .
President Peter Hutchison XEROX l".mﬁlﬁ
Vice-president D. R. Griffin ®
Secretary-Treasurer ~ R. L. Hudson
O NSPS AREA 7 DIRECTOR RE-ELECTED - ” .
John Steil was re-elected as Area 7 Director of NSPS Free Ple-Up & Dellvery
according to the ACSM Tellers Committee’s published . R
results of 15 MAR 96. Congratulations and thanks John. Complete REpl’OdllCthﬂ Services
/
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Larry T. Perry, P.L.S.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I feel we had a successful convention in Casper in February.

Even though Dave Doyle could not attend to be the “headliner”,
we still had a quality substitute in Dr. Herb. Attendance was up
from previous years. Probably one of the major reasons was the
pending mandatory requirements for continuing education.
Subsequent to the February meeting, and as many of you may
know Governor Geringer did
sign the new rules and
regulations. Of major
_ | interest to surveyors is the
| requirement of a specified
number of contact hours for
continuing education or
continued professional
competency.

With the future in mind,
the December PLSW Board
of Directors meeting
discussed offering a
technical session. Although
there was not a formal action
taken, the consensus was, for
PLSW to put on a December
technical session in Casper.
The intent of the technical session will be to offer from 12 to 16
contact hours. Jim Claflin has volunteered to chair the technical
session. He will be in charge of site selection, advertising,
registration, social functions, etc. This first go around is going
to be a major undertaking. Jim has suggested to have Ann and
Don Brady help with the seminar. I’'m sure that’s not all the help
he is going to need. I would request that anyone desiring to help
Jim put on a successful session, to contact him at the BLM office
in Gillette.

The questionnaire was not returned in the numbers that were
expected. We think that the reason was the confusion about where
to turn it in. The questionnaire does provide a desired direction
the membership wishes to proceed. Again, the Guidelines for
Surveying Procedures is deemed to be important. We are
presently using the WACES version. Additional detail is
necessary for the Guidelines to be of significant value to the
surveying community.

The Board of Directors meeting on the 2nd of February
approved 8 new members. Past President, Jim Claflin’s
membership program is continuing as we successfully expand
our professional membership. When you have the opportunity,
please take the time to welcome our new members and invite
their participation into the chapter functions as well as the state
programs and committees.

The general membership of the Wyoming Engineering
Society approved a scholarship for a traditional student at the
February 3 meeting. The amount of the scholarship is $1,000.00.
The WES scholarship committee is currently working on an
acceptable application form to be submitted for acceptance. More
information will be passed on as it becomes available.

Two items of professional practice are proposed to be adopted
at the May 4, Board of Directors meeting in Laramie. The first
one is a policy on control surveys for utilities. The second and
in my view more important, is the adoption of a Code of Ethics
for Professional Land Surveyors. The code of ethics, in whatever
form is ultimately adopted, will be submitted to the State Board
of Registration for Professional Engineers and Professional Land

Surveyors for their review and future inclusion in the rules and
regulations. See your chapter director for copies, and please
take the time to review and make any comments or modifications
you may have. Give them to your Chapter Director prior to the
May 4 Board of Directors meeting.

On March 1, I attended the state Board for Registration for
Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors regular
meeting. PLSW members will be interested in the tentative
adoption of a Criteria for Surveying Education. There were some
editorial adjustments made to the criteria, and it will be available
soon from the Registration Board Office at $10.00 per copy. A
section of the criteria is the formulation of an advisory
commission to recommend the approval and adoption of
individual institution surveying curriculum to the Board of
Registration. Ralph Goodson, President for the Board of
Registration has requested that PLSW members interested in the
criteria advisory board to volunteer for participation on the
committee. This is an excellent opportunity to get involved.
With a few minor adjustments to the L.C.C.C. curriculum Herb
has prepared, the program will be acceptable to the Registration
Board. It’s pretty exciting that any institution of higher learning
in Wyoming can prepare a surveying curriculum under the
adopted Criteria. The opportunities for survey education are
increasing all the time,

This brings to mind another item which in my view is
extremely important to the members of the PLSW. The number
of Professional Land Surveyors admitted to practice in the State
were only 12 new surveyors licenses issued in Wyoming in 1995.
Although the complete equation for this low number of registrants
is unknown, one reason could be the image that the profession
projects of itself to the public. The younger public in particular.
If we are to perpetuate ourselves, we have to be much more
aggressive to recruit new members into the profession. One of
the ways that we can do this is to be much more involved in the
Trig Star program . For example Southeast Chapter has collected
5 school Trig Stars to be tested as our chapter winner. At Albin,
there are a total of 5 students in the trigonometry class. All of
them took the test. They did ask some very significant questions.
Prior to involvement at the Albin High School, one young man
wanted to know from his teacher why he needed to learn
trigonometry in the first place. I had given the math instructor
the sample question and to show the use of tri gonometry in pretty
ordinary situations. The set of sample questions was also an
opportunity to instill a little of her enthusiasm in this young man.
The day of the test, he wanted to know what purpose a sinusoidal
wave served. If you stop to think about it, a sine plays a significant
operation without us ever thinking it. For example, as we progress
through the seasons, the length of the day changes significantly
at this time of the year since it is on a very fast rate of change on
the steeper slope of a sine wave. As we get to the summer solstice
at the top of the curve, the changes of the length of the day slows
down. After the top of the wave the rate of change begins to
reverse and go the other direction. Think about any other
opportunities to use trigonometry as an everyday function.

I will have hopefully been to three chapter meetings by the
time you read this. I have been to the Southeast Chapter, my
home chapter, and on the 4th of April, I attended the Northeast
Chapter meeting which was held in Newcastle, and on the 8th of
April, I attended the Northwest Chapter held in Cody.

Good news! Wyoming has an NSPS map winner. It was
entered in the Miscellaneous Category and was a plat map drafted

(Continued on Page 5)

1996 Annual Report to the Board

ROBERT G. MOYNIHAN, CHAIR
March 12, 1996
1. NARRATIVE
Program now in full operation. Four levels of testing:
I. Entry Level

II. Instrument Person, or Computer Operator/Drafter
II. Party Chief, or Chief Computer Operator/Drafter
IV.  Chief of Parties, or Office Manager

Level 1,II, 1II testing four times per year, 46 States, 115 Test
Centers Level IV testing two times a year; “take home” exam
format
Some Statistics on the Program: 1993 1994 1995
Requests for Information about CST Program 388 659 1242
Number of Examinations 121 200 229
Approximately 50% of Examinees Pass
Total Number of Certificates Issued (in 5 years)658
Current Number of Renewed Certificates 300

* Use of testing program by two-year schools and by State
affiliates still being explored. A workshop on preparing for the
tests is planned for the Baltimore convention. *Continuing to
explore possibility of discount on liability insurance premiums
for firms with Certified Technicians.

* Continuing, to explore possibility of local, state, and
federal agencies requiring, consultants to have Certified Survey
Technicians on staff for quality assurance (Washington, DC Metro
current requires this).

* Continuing to inform and educate State Department of
Transportation about the existence and value of CST Program.

= Board Goals for 1996:

—Begin task analysis to evaluate currency of program and
to ensure exam questions reflect tasks performed by Survey
Technicians at different levels (I through IV)

—Revise and update question banks (over 2580 questions)

—Review CST program costs to minimize expenditure and
increase income

—Continue and increase advertisements and program
promotion.

The CST Board members are particularly interested in
suggestions for improvement of the program from all interested
ACSM members. Please contact any Board member.

List of Board Members
Name Location Phone
Becky J. Braman Cheyenne, Wyoming (307) 632-3138
M. Patricia Hutchison
Asheville, No. Carolina  (704) 255-8698
Robert G. Moynihan (Chair)
Durham, New Hampshire (603) 862-1059
Ronald J. Torrence
Puyallup, Washington
Stephen L. Wright
Syracuse, New York
Patricia S. Canfield (NSPS Coord)
Bethesda, Maryland
II. RECOMMENDATIONS
The Board asks all ACSM/NSPS members to please spread
the word about the Certified Survey Technician Program.
Recognizing and encouraging our technicians to improve
themselves and their work only serves to improve the entire
profession of surveying and mapping.

o Ellipsoid, Geoid, and Orthometric )
Heights Published in the NGS Data Base

While working with the NGS documentation for the
Wyoming HARN stations I noticed that if the orthometric
height was known the published geoid height did not agree
with the formula:

Orthometric height = ellipsoid height - geoid height

Because the HARN stations have good values of
ellipsoid height, a geoid height can be directly calculated
when precise geodetic leveling is executed to the station.
NGS has not followed this procedure. In all cases the geoid
height is computed employing a mathematical model of
the geoid. The uncertainty of the numerical value is about
one meter.

At those HARN stations where an orthometric height
has not been determined by differential geodetic leveling,
then an orthometric height has been interpolated
(VERTCON). This interpolated value was not computed
from the ellipsoid height and the interpolated geoid height.
There will be an associated uncertainty in the interpolated
orthometric height of about one meter.

Users of the NGS geodetic data sheet must read
carefully the remarks concerning the published heights.

(206) 840-9847
(315) 492-1752
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SBRPEPLS Policy Book

HERBERT W. STOUGHTON

In the minutes of the PLSW Board of Directors of 11
May 1991, President Becky E.J. Braman announced that
the SBRPEPLS had a “policy book. “ At the 8 December
1995 meeting of SBRPEPLS, which I attended, I asked
President Goodson about the existence of such a book. The
"book” is not an official publication of the SBRPEPLS. It
is a compilation of policies passed at various Board
meetings. It is a “cut and paste” of those items as they
were published in the approved Board minutes. The “book”
is simply a ‘mind jogger’ of these Board’s previous actions.

SBRPEPLS members were quite surprised that [ was
aware of the document. It was stated by several members
that the document is not an “official” publication, and is
not available to the general public. I viewed the document,
and agree with their statements. There is no value to have
a copy of this document, because it is continually updated
\ When Board actions warrant it. J




—WESTERN FEDERATION
(Continued from Page 19)

(702) 798-4336. The Nevada Legislature mandated the Board
of Registration to adopt regulations requiring continuing
professional competency for engineers and surveyors. Also, the
creation of the Land Surveyor Intern (L.S.I.) replaces the old
Land Surveyor-In-Training (L.S.I.T.) classification and the
straight eight years of experience requirement has been increased
to ten years. The Association is at work updating the Standards
of Practice for Surveys for Nevada. Included will be standards
for GPS surveys. The role of the surveyors in GIS is being
considered for possible legislation.

New Mexico - February 1-3, 1996 is the date for the New
Mexico Professional Surveyors annual convention in
Albuquerque. Two seminars will be held in conjunction with
the meeting. “Contemporary Boundary Analysis and Unwritten
Property Rights” by James Dorsey and “Evidence and
Retracement” by Steve Parrish are the seminars to be presented.
John Abenroth will be the keynote speaker. The requirement of
“PDU’s” in New Mexico has made quite an impact on the annual
meeting.

Oregon - It was announced by Chuck Pearson that Brian
Weigart had become a Fellow member in ACSM. Professional
Land Surveyors of Oregon held their Annual Meeting and
Convention in Seaside on the Oregon coast, December 6-9, 1995.
There were 275 members registered with a pre-conference
seminar on “Ever Changing Water Boundaries” with 80
participants. The silent Scholarship auction raised $7,200. One
member donated a old mountain transit to be used as a raffle
item with the winner being able to display it at their home or
office for one year and then return it for next years raffle. This
raised about $875 for scholarships. PLSO has retained their
lobbyist on a full time basis with the hope that they can get more
surveying orientated legislation introduced and passed in the 1997
legislative year. They have come up with a “A” and “B” list of
objectives. The three items on the “A” list were as follows: 1.
Legal property descriptions to be written only by registered land
surveyors. 2. Professional development/continuing education
requirement mandatory for all licensed land surveyors. 3. Stiffer
penalties for destruction of property boundary corners.

On a sad note from the conference was that one of the
attendees was killed on the way home. Steve Reeder was 28,
married with two children. He was riding home with three other
fellows from the same firm. There had been an accident and
traffic was backed up. While waiting Steve stepped out of the
truck and fell about 75 feet to the river below. Steve was a LSIT
and graduated from OIT in 1993. He was also one of the student
helpers at the WFPS 93 Conference held in Lake Tahoe.

Utah - Utah Council of Land Surveyors will be having their
annual state convention in St. George, Utah on February 1, 2 and
3 of 1996. The theme for the convention is “Measuring Up For
The Future In Surveying”. Topics of discussion are Surveyor’s
Liability, Corner Restoration, Easements and the Law, Ethics,
Historical Background of Land Title, Conveyances, ALTA/ACSM
Survey Value to Title Insurer, Applications of GPS, GPS/GIS
Relationship, Private Land Owner and BLM and US Forest
Service boundary lines. A new chapter was organized at the end
of 1995 which covers the eastern portion of the State and consist
of the area from Vernal to Blanding. UCLS’s biggest challenge

is the ongoing battle with their State Division of Professional
Licensing. The actions of the division and their support of some
legislation has been a step backward for the profession and
professional status in Utah.

Washington - The Land Surveyor in Training (LSIT)
legislation will take affect in June of 1996 and is currently being
worked on by a panel of Land Surveyors and Board of
Registration members to work out the details. The Land
Surveyors’ Association of Washington has allied itself with a
legislative watch dog called the A E.L.C.; the Architects and
Engineers Legislative Council. They have found the organization
extremely useful in pursuing LSAW legislative needs. The
council hires a lobbyist to assist in tracking legislation that is of
concern to LSAW and meets once a week while the Legislature
is in session. LSAW is the only member of the group that has
introduce legislation and have been successful in passing three
new bills within the last 10 years. The North Central Chapter
will be hosting the 1996 State convention in Wenatchee at the
West Coast Wenatchee Center Hotel and Convention Center on
Feb. 21 - 24. There will be three days packed full of technical
class along with informative exhibits. Contact Pete Kowatsch,
PLS Registration Chair @ (509) 886-1918 for more information.
The Career Development Program is going strong. LSAW will
be pushing to reach Level IV testing this year with the Party
Chief equivalent exam and is pursuing acceptance for the testing
with the Board of Registration as acceptable experience or at
least proof of proficiency at the different developmental levels.
The testing for Level II and Level III will be available Saturday,
Feb. 24 at the annual convention. GLIS/GPS committee is still
collecting data from other states developing standards of practice,
for the use of development of GLIS systems.

The next Board of Directors meeting of WFPS is scheduled
for June 1, 1996 in Reno, Nevada.

Meeting was adjourned @ 1:15 p.m.

a N

I wonder where that stone is that is called for the S.E. Corner
of Section 5?7

©Dec. 1995, Larry T. Perry, L.S.

—PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

(Continued from Page 4)
by Jack Porter at John Steil’s office. Jack is a Certified Survey
Tech, Level II. As a winner, he got an engraved plaque plus
$100.00. See, this thing can work if we go for it.

Arecent conversation with John Lee at the Cheyenne office,
indicates that the future looks pretty dim for the Bureau of Land
Management. There are substantiated rumors that there will be
some major reductions in force, probably in the next 3 to 5 years.
During the R.LF. process there has been a proposal to put the
records into a digital format for a possible on-line distribution
and/or sale. Because of the federal cutbacks, there will be some
need for financing to make this program work. We may be able
to get some financing from the state. BLM will also need backing
from the PLSW to get the digital format to a reality. More
information will be forthcoming at a later date.

Remember! the next Board of Directors meeting is in
Laramie on the 4th of May. If you intend to be there call your
chapter director for particulars.

PETE HUTCHISON
PRESIDENT PLSW

Geographic Info System May Be

Boon to State, Public, Officials Say

BY LEE COLONY
Wyoming Tribune-Eagle

Every level of government and the public could benefit from
a state office to oversee a central repository of geographic
information systems data, state officials say.

At the Herschler Building on Thursday afternoon, more than
a dozen public and private groups gave demonstrations on how
the system is used in their office or agency.

The displays were an apparent attempt to sway lawmakers
into funding a $525,000, five-position statewide GIS office where
all information would be stored and made available to the public.
That funding is not part of the current budget proposal being
worked on by legislators.

Secretary of State Diana Ohman’s office has set up a basic
system to help with reapportionment, voting districts, census
blocks and other election-orientated work. Her office has joined
with county clerks across the state in a five-part phase of the
system which includes locating streets, roads, rivers, electrical
lines, zip codes, voting blocks, subdivisions and many other items
onto the system.

But what started out as an election-oriented tool could rapidly
become one used by all public offices, and the public as well.

“You can put it all on here, to help you out with whatever
management decision you need - where to put a water purification
plant to where to drill a well,” said Richard Memmel, GIS
coordinator with Wyoming’s Computer Technology Division.

The basic system offers a map showing streets, rivers and
resident locations. From there, other layers can be applied to
tailor the program to the management decision needing to be
made - such as which areas of town seem to be having the most
burglaries, zoning, development, where city bike paths can be
placed, elk migration paths in the county, and so forth.

The city of Cheyenne already has 120 overlays, says city
civil engineering technician Kenneth Flack. He says the system
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1996 ANNUAL STATE MEETING SUMMARY

The 1996 annual state meeting of the Professional Land
Surveyors of Wyoming [PLSW] was held in Casper on Thursday,
February 1, 1996. The meeting was in conjunction with the 75th
annual Wyoming Engineering Society convention at Parkway
Plaza Hotel and Convention Center.

President Jim Claflin called the meeting to order at 1:17
PM., asked for agenda revisions and adopted the agenda. The
signed attendance list indicates 59 members and affiliates present.

Jim asked attendees to rise for a period of remembrance for
recently deceased members Allen Mace, Sylvan Smith and Harold
O’Malley.

Introductions were made and included Honorary Members
Wes Reed and Joe Popp; ACSM Board of Direction member
Herb Stoughton and NSPS Area 7 Director John Steil, both also
members of PLSW; new members; board members and guest
Milbert Krohn.

Jim announced the last call for sealed ballots and stated they
were to be given to Teller Bob St. Claire.

Secretary / Treasurer Rick Hudson reviewed the minutes of
the 1995 annual meeting held in Cheyenne last February. He
stated these minutes, labelled “draft” had been printed in the
latest issue of our publication “Lines & Points” and trusted all
members had taken the opportunity to review said minutes before
the meeting. The minutes were approved as presented.

Rick continued by presenting the treasurer’s report which
was distributed at the beginning of the meeting. The report
consisted of the 1995 expenses and balance sheet as well as the
current balances in our accounts at Hilltop National Bank here
in Casper. He also reported the board had authorized purchase of
a 24-month certificate of deposit, in the amount of $7,500, at the
April meeting. Questions were answered and the report was
accepted as presented.

The next item of business was the presentation of the 1996
budget. Copies had been distributed at the beginning of the
meeting and Rick reviewed each item to some extent. He stated
that the budget had been approved at the December board meeting
and amended during January; indicated that, in past years, actual
expenses have been less than anticipated by the budget; and
projected an ending balance of approximately $13,000. Following
a general discussion, the budget was approved as presented.

Committee reports followed and included reports from Audit
- Finance, Membership, Nominations & Elections, Professional
Practice, Education / Convention, Legislative, Professional
Awards, Scholarship, History, Corner Record, Manual of Practice,
“S.0.8.”+/ NSPS Map and “Lines & Points”, As in the past, the
oral reports were summarized versions of the written reports
which were available at the side table,

Bob St. Claire’s audit brought relief to an apprehensive Rick
Hudson. Stan Abell indicated membership at the end of 1995
totalled 110 members, including 9 active Honorary Members
and 37 affiliates.

Herb Stoughton reported on the activities of the three
committees he chaired in the past - Standards, Ethics &
Professional Practice, Education / Convention and Manual of
Professional Practice. He reminded members to complete the
1996 Attendee Questionnaire which had been distributed and to
return them to Vice President Pete Hutchison or himself. Jim
Claflin reported on the proposed “Winter Technical Session”
tentatively planned for the first weekend in December, here in
Casper.

John Steil presented his Legislative Committee’s report,
specifically mentioning SF 0016 - Municipal Annexation. The
membership voted for John to testify, on behalf of PLSW, at the
committee hearing. We believe it is in the best interest of the
public that annexation maps be prepared by a Professional Land
Surveyor.

Regarding Professional Awards, Jim Claflin acknowledged
the more recent projects by Dr. Herbert Stoughton which have
directly benefitted the membership of PLSW. He announced that
an appropriate certificate of appreciation will be presented later.
Thank you Herb !

Martin Pedersen’s Scholarship Committee reported four
recipients at the state level and two in cooperation with the
Northeast Chapter.

Becky Braman reported for Bill Braman’s History
Committee; stating that Herb has completed the updated “PLSW
- A History” and that the work will be printed for insertion into
the “PLSW Handbook”.

Harvey Copeland reported on the activities of his Corner
Record Committee; stating that the guide lines for preparation
of said forms has been printed in the current edition of “Lines &
Points”. Herb stated that, as an ad hoc committee whose mission
appears to have been completed, the president could take action
to disband same. Jim agreed; the committee is dissolved; future
activities will be the responsibility of the Standards, Ethics &
Professional Practice Committee.

Regarding the PLSW Handbook, members were reminded
that printing and distribution of same has been assumed by the
Upper Platte Chapter and that roster, history and projection tables
inserts will be printed for distribution, through your director, by
the May board meeting.

Pete Hutchison reported that his Save Our Surveyors {S.0.S.]
and NSPS Map Competition Committee has received several
entries with voting to take place during the convention.

Don Davis stated that our newsletter “Lines & Points”
reported a slight loss last year. When queried, he stated that the
level of funding in the budget would be adequate.

Delegate reports were presented by Becky Braman, our
Governor to National Society of Professional Surveyors, and Paul
Reid, delegate to Western Federation of Professional Surveyors.

Becky mentioned her written reports and stated that she had
represented us at two meetings during the past year - Charlotte
in February, and Nashville in November. She also mentioned the
upcoming 1996 convention to be held this fall in Denver. She
mentioned her involvement on the Certified Survey Technician
Committee and solicited inquiries regarding the program.

Paul referred to his reports which have been printed in “Lines
& Points” and reported on the activities of various other state
societies who are members of “Westfed”. Of particular interest
are the accomplishments in Oregon regarding new legislation
for right of entry and statute of limitations for surveyors.

Old business consisted of two items carried over from the
1994 annual state meeting and placed on this meeting’s agenda
by President Jim Claflin. Both originated within the Professional
Practice Committee, chaired by Herb Stoughton.

Members were reminded of the Code of Ethics for
Professional Land Surveyors, draft version dated 10 January 1994,
and the need to submit comments by the May 4th board meeting.

(Continued on Page 7)
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will be subject to the same restrictions and conditions of the
chairman and delegates. WFPS Immediate Past Chairman John
Abenroth also wanted it noted that Jerry Tippin has been the
Treasurer for WFPS for approximately 17 years and has paid his
own way in his attendance at WFPS activities and meetings during
that period. John very eloquently and succinctly expressed WFPS
appreciation and gratitude for the many years of dedicated work
and services Jerry has provided as Treasurer for WEPS.

Conference committee reported on the 1995 conference
which showed an approximate $13,000 net profit. A long
discussion was held as to the 1997 conference. In summary Salt
Lake City appeared to be out as the 1997 conference site due to
the ski season, upcoming Winter Olympics and convention site
expenses. It was decided that Chuck Pearson, WFPS Convention
Committee Chairman, James Stacey, Nevada Association Of Land
Surveyors 1997 Conference Committee Chairman and Fred W.
Kett, CLSA President would work on the possibility of having a
joint Nevada, California and WFPS Conference in 1997. The
1999 Conference will be in Portland, Oregon and is moving
towards a joint Oregon, Washington and ACSM conference.

Scholarship committee reported two scholarships were issued
this year, Lillian Lesay a student of California State University
at Fresno and Christine Oaks a student at the University of New
Mexico, Las Cruces were the recipients.

WEPS records were to be reviewed by Chuck Pearson, Jerry
Tippin and John Abenroth. The records that were considered as
essential and necessary were to be sent to the Secretary.

Brief written and/or verbal reports were given by the
Continuing Education, Legislative, By-Laws, NCEES-Liason,
Professional Society Liaison committees.

The 1995-1996 WFPS budget was amended and approved.

Blair Meggitt gave a verbal report on the NSPS Foundation.
The Texas Association of Registered Professional Land Surveyors
gave a one lump sum donation of $5,000 towards the foundation
as a founding member organization. The Arizona Professional
Land Surveyors Association has also donated $1,000 a year for
five years as a founding member organization. Blair said he
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would like to see each state organization give a donation as it
would really get the foundation off the ground. He would also
like to see all WFPS delegates name on the founding member
list.

Discussion was held with no action taken on various states
laws and regulations concerning Statute of Limitations and Right
of Entry.

Discussion was held on the objectives, goals and where
WEPS should be headed.

Review of written State Reports along with any verbal
updates was done with some of the highlights as follows:

Alaska - University of Alaska, Anchorage Surveying program
has obtained ABET certification and is now in operation as the
Department of Geomatics. The Alaska Society of Professional
Land Surveyors contributed $8,000 towards this effort. A.S.PL.S.
has developed an informational brochure for its members to try
to educate the public on the surveying profession, and the different
types of surveys. A copy of the brochure was provided to all
delegates. A.S.PL.S. chapters have undertaken the project of
remonumentation and dedication of the Seward Initial Point
which is located near the city of Seward and the Seward
Astronomic Station which was set on the Meridian at the Fourth
Standard Parallel. No physical survey connection has been made
between these points so it may prove interesting when the results
of simultaneous GPS positions are performed. Sam Best has
resigned after 17 years as WFPS Alaska delegate with Criag
Savage taking his place. Also Bud Campbell stated there is a
possibility there will be a new delegate for his position. If it
turns out that this meeting is Bud’s last one he will close by
saying it has been a pleasure to serve as a delegate for the past
17 years and offers his best wishes for continuing success of
WEPS.

California - Fred W. Kett, California Land Surveyors
Association gave a verbal report on what has been going on in
California. Presently CLSA has been going through
organizational changes in operation and there is presently a battle
going on about continuing education. The California Land
Surveyors Examination had over 600 applicants taking the exam
with only 62 passing. The Advanced Technology Committee is
working on educating the public agencies sold on GPS systems
without understanding or knowledgeability in the inherent
possible misfortunes of the system, i.e. garbage in/garbage out.
CLSA is also working on legislation to consider or put the
surveyor as the lead professional with GIS/GPS projects.

Colorado - Professional Land Surveyors of Colorado has
been concentrating it’s efforts on their Partnership Agreement
with Metro State College, planning for it’s Annual Meeting in
February, preparing advertising for their publishing agreement
for Al White’s new book “Initial Points” and revamping their
By-Laws. PLSC fund raising efforts have raised $15,000 to date
towards their two year $55,000 Partnership Agreement with Metro
State College. Colorado will not be introducing legislation this
year to obtain authorization for mandatory continuing education
requirements for renewal of licenses due to the “horribly childish
attitudes” of the Colorado legislature.

Nevada - March 13 - 16, 1996 is the date for the Joint Nevada
Association of Land Surveyors/California Land Surveyors
Association Conference at Harvey’s, Lake Tahoe. For more
information contact Katrina Ekedahl, Executive Secretary, NALS,
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